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Department of Epidemiology and Environmental Health (EEH) 
Seminar Series: Fall 2018 

 

Date Name Title Where and When 

9/7 Jo Freudenheim, PhD 
UB Distinguished Professor and Chair, 
Dept of Epidemiology and Environmental Health, 
University at Buffalo 
 
Overview of seminar format; announcements; faculty 
introductions. 
 
James Olson, PhD 

UB Distinguished Professor, 
Director, Division of Environmental Health, EEH, 
and 
Dept of Pharmacology and Toxicology, 
Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences, UB; 

Lina Mu, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor, 
Director of MPH Program, EEH, 
Director, Office of Global Health Initiatives (OGHI), 
SPHHP, UB; 

Jo Freudenheim, PhD 
UB Distinguished Professor and Chair, EEH, UB 

Faculty Presentations, An Introduction to the 
Research by Selected Faculty 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

9/14 Wit Wichaidit, MS 
PhD Candidate, EEH, UB 

Effect of a Hardware-Behavior Change 
Intervention on Handwashing Behavior Among 
Primary School Children in Kenya: The Povu Poa 
School Pilot Study 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

9/21 Changyou Chen, PhD 
Assistant Professor, 
Department of Computer Science and Engineering, 
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, UB 

Recent Developments of Deep Learning and 
Applications on Text and (Medical) Images 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

9/28 Gregory Gloor, PhD 
Professor, Department of Biochemistry, 
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, 
Western University, London, Ontario, Canada 

What Can We Really Learn from 'Omics Datasets? 
The Importance of Compositional Data Analysis 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

10/5 SPHHP Third Annual Richard V. Lee, MD Lectureship in 
Global Health 
Na He, MBBS, MS, PhD 
Professor of Epidemiology, 
Dean, School of Public Health, 
Fudan University, Shanghai, China 

HIV/AIDS Epidemic and Control: China CARES Note: Time 
12:00 – 1:00 pm 

Seminar 
1 - 1:30 pm Reception 
(light refreshments) 

10/12 Brian McGarry, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Health Economics and Policy, 
Department of Health Care Policy, 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 

Is Less More? The Effect of Simplifying Plan 
Information on Medicare Part D Choices 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

10/19 Bette Caan, DrPH 
Senior Research Scientist, 
Division of Research, Kaiser Permanente, 
Oakland, CA 

The Importance of Muscle on Cancer Outcomes 
Throughout the Cancer Continuum 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

 

10/26 Tia Palermo, PhD 
Social Policy Specialist, 
UNICEF Office of Research-Innocenti, 
Florence, Italy 

Integrated Social Protection and Linkages to 
Insurance Uptake, Health Seeking, and Morbidity: 
Evidence from Ghana 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

 

11/2 Richard O’Connor, PhD 
Professor of Oncology, Dept of Health Behavior, 
Division of Cancer Prevention and Population Sciences, 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
Buffalo, NY 

WNY Center for Research on Flavored Tobacco 
Products (CRoFT) 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 
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11/9 Caila Vaughn, PhD 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology, 
Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, 
University at Buffalo 

Do Patients Know Best? The Utility of Patient-
Reported Outcomes in Multiple Sclerosis 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

11/16 Chrissie Ferreira de Carvalho, PhD 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Psychology, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 

Elevated Airborne Manganese and the Promotion 
of Executive Functioning in School-Aged Children 
in Brazil 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

11/23 No seminar, Thanksgiving break   

11/30 Gregory Homish, PhD 
Associate Professor, 
Dept of Community Health and Health Behavior, 
School of Public Health and Health Professions, UB 

Looking Beyond the Individual: The Influence of 
an Intimate Partner, the Social Network, and the 
Environment on Substance Use and Health 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

12/7 Jessica Cao, PhD 
Assistant Professor, 
Division of Health Services Policy and Practice, EEH, UB 

Life Partner Influences on Preventive Healthcare 
Service Utilization Among the Aging Population 

Farber 144 
12:00 - 12:50 pm 

1-2 pm lunch gathering 
with program directors 

Farber 180 
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